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Introduction
The CAN DO! Series is the revised edition of what were known as the ‘CLAP books’, but
commonly referred to as the ‘CAMDU books’. This revised edition responds to the wishes
of the teachers and the needs of the students. Teachers were keen that it should be an
integrated Language Arts text. The skills of listening and speaking, reading and writing
are therefore incorporated in the units, providing practice activities for students to improve
and extend their Language Arts. For the first time, listening scripts are included to provide
speaking models and standards for students.
For each of the Grades from Kindergarten through to Grade 6, the new edition now consists
of a Student’s Book and a Workbook instead of the three previous texts of Reader, Workbook
and Activity Book. In addition, a Teacher’s Handbook will accompany each level.
The new CAN DO! texts were developed in collaboration with classroom teachers who wrote
new material or revised the existing texts. It is a labour of love by experienced educators
providing rich and relevant activities in listening, speaking, reading and writing to enrich
the practice of standard English. Phonics activities provide opportunities for reading and
writing, particularly in Grades K and 1. The narrative passages reflect our rich cultural
heritage in the stories of Compere Lapin and Brer Anansi and the expository texts provide for
the integration of Science and Social Studies. The Review units at the start of each Student’s
Book 1 to 6 remind students of the Language Arts they have already learnt at the start of
their new school year, and the subsequent Revision units provide for consolidation of new
learning at regular stages throughout the year.
The new series has developed into a delightful and lively programme with vibrant
photographs, illustrations, graphs and charts that portray our Caribbean culture. My
gratitude goes to the teachers who worked tirelessly to write and revise the original books.
My deepest appreciation is extended to the persons whose photographs were used and
the photographers for an excellent job. To the classroom teachers, I implore you to make
effective use of the texts, integrating them into the curriculum to provide our children with
rich and rewarding experiences in the classroom and beyond.
Many thanks to the Macmillan team for their professional guidance.

Angela Mariatte (Project Co-ordinator)
Curriculum Specialist, Language Arts
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Scope and Sequence
Unit

Listening and
speaking

Reading and
comprehension

Language

Writing

Review: Reading Expository report Language: Revise parts of speech, subject-verb agreement,
sentence punctuation, synonyms and antonyms Writing: Describe the community where you live
Nouns: singular and
plural
Noun types, abstract
nouns, noun gender

Story review
Start reading
journal

Subject and predicate
Subject, verb, object
Root words, prefixes,
suffixes

Write instructions
for a game

1

Listen to
presentation, discuss
reading preferences,
roleplay story

2

Listen to instructions Instructions: Games
for game, give own Children Play
instructions
SKILL: Skimming

3

Listen to and roleplay an interview

Sentence types and
Expository text:
Tourism in Saint Lucia punctuation
Subject–verb agreement
SKILL: Scanning
Study skill: Interpret
graphical information

4

Listen to adverts,
create own adverts

Brochure: Saint Lucia
Welcomes You
SKILL: Persuasive
language

5

Listen to biography,
present a celebrity

Biography: A Credit to Simple past tense
Words for occupations
their Country
SKILL: Paragraphing

6

Listen to and give a
weather report

Poems: Rain in
Summer, Windy
Nights
Features of poems:
rhyme, rhythm,
alliteration

Traditional story:
From Tiger to Anansi
SKILL: Predicting,
Elements of story

Present continuous tense
with simple present
Homophones
Homographs

Friendly letter

Create a leaflet

Write biography
of person you
admire

Review a poem
Adjectives, adjectival
phrases
Comparative, superlative
Proper adjectives

Revision 1: Reading: Realistic story Language: Singular and plural nouns, noun types, sentences,
subject and predicate, subject–verb agreement, verb tenses, homophones and homographs, root
words, suffixes and prefixes Writing: Friendly letter

4

Proverbs, personal
pronouns
Past continuous and
simple past tenses

7

Listen to story,
discuss proverbs

8

Listen to radio
News reports: Reports Present and past perfect
tenses
report of event, give on natural disasters
Syllables, compound
a radio report
nouns

9

Listen to traditional
story, describe
favourite character

Realistic story: A
Stitch in Time
SKILL: Context

Realistic story: A
Mother’s Story
Discuss character

Write story to
illustrate proverb
Write a news
report of a storm

Possessive adjectives and Retell a picture
story
pronouns
Reflexive pronouns
Quotation marks
Synonyms

Unit

Listening and
speaking

Reading and
comprehension

Language

Writing

10

Listen to and
Expository report:
sequence description The Music of the
of process
Caribbean
SKILL: KWL strategy

Passive voice
Sequencing words
Alphabetical order
Using a dictionary

Expository report
about music

11

Listen to and discuss Poem: The Caribbean
a poem
Isles
Features of poems:
simile, metaphor

Adverbs, adverbial
phrases
Comparative and
superlative adverbs
Antonyms

Write poem
using writing
frame

12

Listen to and discuss Play: The Kind
first scene of play
Stranger
Features of plays

Possessive nouns
Contractions, it’s or its,
Interjections

Write a scene for
a play

Revision 2 Reading: Expository text Language: Personal pronouns, past continuous and present
perfect tenses, passive voice, quotation marks, adverbs, possessive nouns, contractions, synonyms,
antonyms, alphabetical order, using a dictionary Writing: Picture story
13

Listen to a dialogue, Expository report
conduct a survey
Communication
SKILL: Interpret graphs
and charts

Coordinating and
subordinating
conjunctions
Abbreviations

Summarise
graphical
information

14

Listen to and give
Descriptive account:
description of person My Schooldays
SKILL: Compare and
contrast

Conjunctions of time
Relative pronouns
More on suffixes

Write description
of person

15

Listen to and roleplay a radio call-in
show

Formal letter: Letter to Future tenses
Conditional sentences
the Editor
More on prefixes
Fact and opinion
Formal and informal
language

16

Listen to radio
announcement,
discuss preparing for
hurricane

Journal: Mark’s
Journal
Journal about a
hurricane

17

18

Write a formal
letter to editor

Reported speech
Prepositions
Give directions

Write journal
entries about a
flood

Listen to and discuss Poem: Slave
history of calypso
Group recitation

Standard and NonStandard English
Indefinite pronouns
Negative sentences
Spelling: silent letters, ie
or ei?

Write a rap

Listen to discussion
about reading

Using commas,
conjunctions,
both–and, either–or,
neither–nor, synonyms,
antonyms
Using a thesaurus

Write letter of
apology to friend

Traditional story:
Mr. Vulture’s Revenge
SKILL: Cause and
effect

Revision 3 Comprehension: Expository text, extract from a story Language: Parts of speech review,
helping verbs, reported speech, conjunctions, prepositions, prefixes and suffixes
Writing: paragraphs, descriptive account

5

2 Rewrite the paragraph. Use adjectives and adjectival phrases to make it sound

more interesting.
Example: Yesterday we went down to the beautiful sandy beach.

6

Yesterday we went down to the beach. We saw some birds perching on a boat.
We swam in the sea. We jumped in the waves. After our swim, we sat under the
trees. We drank some juice and Mum bought us some ice cream.

Comparative and superlative adjectives
1 Copy and complete the table.

Remember: When we compare two things we add -r or -er to adjectives.
The weather on Sunday will be cooler than tomorrow.
When we compare more than two things we add -st or -est to adjectives.
The coolest day of the week will be Tuesday.

Sun.
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Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.
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30
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20
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10
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10

10
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0

0

0

0

0

0

0

10
°C

29°

10
°C

25°

10
°C

29°

10
°C

30°

Adjective

Comparative

Superlative

cool

cooler

coolest

10
°C

31°

10
°C

31°

10
°C

Spelling rules
We change final -y to -iwindy – windier – windiest
For short adjectives ending in
a consonant we double the
last letter:
hot – hotter – hottest
Remember the special forms:
good – better – best
bad – worse – worst

warm
heavy
hot
thin
pretty
loud
2 Write your own sentences comparing things.

Example: night/ day/ cool It is cooler at night than in the day.
1 rainy / August/ March
2 cloudy / afternoon/ morning
3 juicy / mango / banana
Comparative and superlative adjectives

4 slow / horse / car
5 palm tree / tall / banana tree
6 noisy / parrot / hummingbird
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